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SUBJECT: POLITICAL SITUATION IN KENYA 

1. POLITICAL SITUATION IN KENYA HAS ARRIVED AT THAT 
INEVITABLE POINT IN TIME: KENYATTA'S REIGN APPEARS TO 
BE REACHING AN END. FORCEFUL AND DETERMINED LEADER 
MZEE, WHO LED HIS COUNTRY INTO INDEPENDECNE AND SET THE 
COURSE, HAS SADLY LOST CONTROL AND RESPECT. HE IS NOW 
LOSING AUTHORITY. PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES RESULT OF LAST 

TWO YEARS OF GROWING DISSATISFACTION BY KENYANS WITH MANAGE- 
MENT OF COUNTRY. CORRUPTION AMONG HIGH OFFICIALS 
(PARTICULARLY ACCUSING FINGER DIRECTED AT MAMA NGINA), 

ACTION AND INACTION OVER LAND ISSUES, SLUMPING ECONOMY 
(NOT ENTIRELY KENYAN FAULT), EROSION OF EAST AFRICAN 
COMMUNITY. FEAR OF NEIGHBORS WHOSE MILITARY STRENGTH 
FAR EXCEEDS KENYA'S, FAILURE TO INCREASE WAGES IN ARMY, 

AS WELL AS INABILITY OF AGING LEADER TO FOCUS ON DAILY 
NATIONAL ISSUES, SPEND SUFFICIENT TIME ON MATTERS OF 
STATE, DELEGATE AUTHORITY. FALL FROM THRONE OF NEIGHBOR- 
ING LION OF JUDAH PROVIDED NO CUE TO MZEE. 

2. INCIDENTS AFFECTING MZEE HAVE RECENTLY ACCELERATED AND 
SO HAS KENYAN PUBLIC CHANGE OF HEART TOWARD HIM. CRITICISM 
IS OPEN WHEREAS YEAR AGO IT WAS WHISPERED. TWO YEARS 

AGO, UNHEARD OF. COUNTRY HOLDS KENYATTA RESPONSIBLE FOR 
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DERAILMENT HAVE BECOME MAJOR ISSUES. KARIUKI’S DEATH 
BECOMES FOCAL POINT ON WHICH FULCRUM OF PUBLIC OPINION 
HAS TIPPED IRREVOCABLY AGAINST THE OLD MAN. 

3. MZEE COULD STILL PERHAPS SAVE HIMSELF FROM A DOUBTFUL FUTURE 
AND THE COUNTRY FROM POLITICAL AGONY IF HE WERE TO 

RETIRE AS HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD APPOINTING 
PRIME MINISTER, RESHUFFLING CABINET INTRODUCING NEW BLOOD. 
PAINFUL AS IT WILL BE IF HE DOES NOT TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION, 

IT NEVERTHELESS IS AGAINST HIS NATURE TO RELINQUISH THE REIGNS 
OF POWER. 

4. PURPOSE OF THIS TELEGRAM BESIDES COMMUNICATING MY 
PESSIMISM OVER THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE IS TO REPORT MY 
OPINION THAT FUTURE OF KENYA STILL HAS PROMISE. HOWEVER, THE 
LONGER IT TAKES TO MAKE THE POLITICAL CHANGE, THE LONGER THE 
PERIOD OF READJUSTMENT. ALTHOUGH EVENTS OF PAST FEW 

DAYS WOULD INDICATE RELATIVELY SPEEDY CHANGE POSSIBLY 
TAKING PLACE (FORCED ABDICATION OR ASSASSINATION OF 
MZEE), PROLONGING INCIDENT OF CHANGE (INTO SEVERAL WEEKS 
OR MONTHS) IS POSSIBLE. 

5. KENYA HAS THE LEADERSHIP (TESTED AND NEW), GOVERN- 
MENT AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURE TO CREATE A STRONG KENYA 
DURING ITS SECOND DECADE OF INDEPENDECNE. WE TOLD BE 
BE PATIENT DURING THIS TRANSITION, MAINTAIN A LOW 
PROFILE, LET THE KENYANS WORK OUT THEIR PROBLEM, 

STANDING READY TO CONTINUE OUR ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT 
IN THE FUTURE WITH THE NEW LEADERSHIP AS IT IDENTIFIES 
ITSELF. 
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